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So what does a rock star 
know about hotel design?
I’ve been living in hotels for  
the past 25 years. When I have  
a day off on tour, I’ll say, “For 
twenty-four hours I’m not going 
to leave this room”—so it’s got  
to have a personal feeling.
When did you discover your 
love for design? My parents 
hung out with writers, artists, 
sculptors, and musicians who  
had beautiful homes regardless  
of their income. In the eighties,  
I got into modern design; my style 
was very minimal. Then I was 
influenced by Art Nouveau. I’ve 
been through a lot of phases. 
At the SLS South Beach, 
you worked with owner Sam 
Nazarian and Philippe Starck. 
What inspired your concept? 
It’s based on a world traveler who 
collects a lot of things. Trunks 

are used as drawers, and there’s 
an antique-style console stereo 
system that looks like something 
your grandmother might have had.
Why were you drawn to a 
project in Miami? I have family 
in the Bahamas, so I visited  
Miami as a child and ended up 
living there quite a bit. It’s grown 
so much. There’s this blend  
of Europe and South America.  
It’s really an international city. 
What kind of hotels do you 
usually stay in? I have a very 
high-low lifestyle. Put me in  
a trailer or a ghetto, and I’m fine. 
Put me in a castle or an hôtel 
particulier in Paris, and I’m happy. 
Probably because I grew up 
between Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn,  
and the Upper East Side. SLS 
Hotel South Beach, 1701 Collins 
Ave., Miami Beach; sbe.com. $$ 
—ALEXANDRA WOLFE

SPOTL IGHT

The musician, actor, and founder of Kravitz Design lends 
his eclectic ethos to the SLS Hotel South Beach, where he 
created the penthouse suite and a private bungalow.  
Here, he reveals his inspirations, his love for Miami, and 
why he sometimes locks himself in hotel rooms.

Lenny Kravitz

TUTOR IAL

HOW TO MAKE A BED, HOTEL!STYLE
Ana Lissa Sison, director of housekeeping at the Peninsula New York,  

can make a king-size bed in five minutes flat. Her method: 

Pillows
Karate-chop down 
the middle to fluff 

feathers. Fold in 
half lengthwise and 

insert into case. From 
the outside, pinch a 

corner of pillow; pull 
case down. Set aside.

Bottom sheet 
Use a flat sheet  

(more durable than 
fitted). Tuck in  

top and bottom. 
At each corner, lift 
overhang to form  

a triangle. Pull  
and tuck sheet under.   

Top sheet
Tuck in bottom, 

leaving sides 
hanging. Fold top  

of sheet back  
six to eight inches. 

Duvet, part I 
Fold duvet cover  

in half, with opening 
facing headboard. 

Fold duvet as mirror 
image, and place  

at foot of bed.

Finish 
Leave duvet 

untucked, smoothing 
out wrinkles and 
crisping corners. 

Place pillows  
on top and align 

patterns. Add 
accents to taste. 

Duvet, part II 
Grab duvet  

at bottom right; pull 
into right corner  

of cover. Repeat on 
left. Holding cover  

in place, pull  
it completely over 

duvet. 
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